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The Loyola Service Cards 


By reason of financial embarrassment 
and difficuliy in securing suitable “copy,” 
ihe editors of the Loyola Service cards 
were forced to suspend publication for this 
year. Although some members of the As- 
sociation considered the cards to be of but 
Joubiful value, there are others who regret 
that the work was net continued. The mat- 
ter wiil be brought up for discussion at the 
summer convention and it is hoped that a 
feasible modus agendi will be srmived at. 
In ithe meantime the publication of one or 
two issues of a printed bulletin has been 
dec'‘ded upon as a means of keeping the 
memovers ot the Associaiion in touch wita 
one enother. Sheuld the members who at- 
tend ibe convention decide that a bulletin 
would be a desirable, permanent substitute 
tor che cards, they will be able to look upon 
this issue as a formal beginning of the new 
encerprise, At present, however, we con. 
this issue merely an expedient, in- 
tended to meet an acival present need. It 
the members of the feel that 
we are meeting this need, we request them 
to Jet us know. We are coniemplating a 
second issue at Easter time. but its appear. 
ance will be conditioned upon the reception 
of a sufficient number of requests from the 
various colleges of the Province. 


side 


Association 


The Loyola Vocabulary Series 


About half a dozen members of the Asso. 
ciaiicon have been at work on the revision 
and completion of the Loycla Vocabulary 
Series. The present plan calls for six hooks 
of Virgil. six speeches of Cicero, two books 
of Caesar, and two of Xenophon, The 
Work is about half compleced and it is 
hoped to have the series on the market by 
Sepiemker. Jn the revised edition. the pri. 
Mary meanings given for each word will be 
chosen from a siandardized list, thus secur. 
ing uniformity throughout the Impor- 
tant words, i.e., those occurring «at least five 
times in high school Latin, will be marked 
with an asterisk. Suggestions and crit- 
icisms will be welcomed, especially from 
teacu.is who have used the vocabularies 
aiieady published. Loyola Press reports a 
large sale of these books to outside schools, 
larger in fact than the home consumption. 


The Classical Survey Report, in dis- 
cussing the benefits of translation work, 
refers its readers to an article by T. L. 
Bouscaren on “Artistic Translation as an 
Aid to English Composition,” which ap.- 
peared in the Classical Journal for April, 
1923. Moral: Jf you want to be quoted, 
get yourself published. 


The Classical Association. 
On January 17. the St. Louis Branch of 
the Missouri Frovince Classical Association 


held iis second meeting of the year. Father 
ONeill read a short paper on “Type Sen. 
tences in Language Siudy” in which he ad- 
vocated a judicious use of Yenni’s method 
of teaching syntax by the aid of model 
sentences. which the pupil should be re. 
quired to memorize in conneciion with ab. 
stract rules. He argued that. if conerete 
exaimples are necessary for the initial un. 
dersianding of the abstract rule. they are 
no less necessary in the praciical applica. 
tion of these rules in theme work. In trans. 
lation werk, a familiar type sentence will 
often suggesi not only the proper construc. 
tion, but also the mood and tense forms of 
the verb, eic. An abstract rule is a barrea 
thing; it not guide or suggesi. Its 
tunction is to prove the ccrreciness of the 
construction suggested by the type sentence 
and to present the use of type seniences 
from becoming a mere mechanical process. 

The second number on the program was 
a discussion of “Our Latin Course and the 
Classical Survey,” by Father T. S. Bowdern. 
Father Bowdern said that his thesis was 
“The Jesuits ..re Up to Date.” He showed 
that in many ways the course recommended 
by the Survey is the very course now in 
force in our own schools. About fifty 
scholastics attended the meeting and they 
became so interested in what Father Bow. 
dern had to say that they called for a sec. 
ond meeting on the following evening. 
About thirty members attended the second 
performance which proved to be equally as 
interesting as the first. The following 
represents a brief synopsis of Father Bow. 
dern’s talks: 

Latin Authors. To begin with, the Ctas- 
sical Survey recommends that the amount 
of matter read be reduced 25¢, in Second 
Year High and in similar proportion in the 
higher classes. In most public schools the 
amount supposed to be read now is equiv- 
alent to 52 pages of Teubner Text, the 
amount recommended to 35 pages, the 
amount read ‘in our own schools to 27. We 
still read less because we give more time 
to grammar and theme. Should we try to 
read more? Not unless grammar and 
theme work is reduced. Caesar Book Il is 
assigned for Second Semester of Second 
Year High. Father Bowdern taught that 
particular matter eight times and reports 
that the quantity is perfect. With a poor 
class he failed to finish it. with a better 


does 


class he finished ahead of time, and with 
an average class, Titus Labienus led the 
Tenth Legion io the rescue at the Sambre 
on schedule time. 


The survey recommends that 80 pages of 
easy reading matter be seen in the first 
year and a half. The matter recommended 
is almost identical with the reading matter 
in the back of the old Yenni’s Latin Gram. 
mar, and Yenni is nothing but the ratio 
personified. Not nearly so good a choice 
is in the back of Bennett’s First Year Latin. 
Bennett gives Caesar Book II. Most 
teachers would consider that too difficult. 
In Canada our old “Historia Sacra” is pre- 
scribed for reading in First Year, in St. 
Jerome's College conducted by the Resur- 
rectionists. Get a copy out of the House 
Library and look it over. If there is a 
sufticient number of copies, give them to 
the better boys for a little “supplementary 
reading” and see what happens. You may 
have something interesting to report at the 
Convention next summer. 

The survey recommends that we lighten 
the burden in First Year by postponing the 
study of the subjunctive mood to Second 
Year. We have been doing that in the 
province for nearly ten years. 

Caesar. The survey reports that most 
teachers think that Caesar is too hard for 
Second Year. They then proceed to recom. 
mend a host of substitutions. If they try 
to teach some of these substitutes, they 
will find that they are harder than Caesar. 
One of our High Schools this year tried 
Nepos’ Lives. They were too hard. They 
then tried other macier ffom the beginning 
of Beeson and Scott's Secend Latin Bock 
with much betier success. Caesar Book | in 
the First Semester of Second Year is too 
hard. Book I is harder than Book II. 
Book IL is usually not too hard. Several 
years ago a mimeographed course of studies 
from Province Headquarters allowed the 
use of selections from Beeson and Sectt in 
place of Book I. It works. In the Ratio 
and in the Canadian Course of Studies re- 
ferred to above, Caesar is taken in Fourth 
Year. 

Latin Grammar. The survey recommends 
that the grammar be spread out over all 
four years. In Second Semester of Fourti 
High therefore, a boy will see some poinis 
of Case and Mocd Syntax for ihe first time. 
Our present course comes very close to the 
Ratio, that is—complete the grammar by 
the end of Second Year, review it thor. 
oughly in Third Year, and take it for 
granted in Fourth Year. 

Latin Composition. The survey recom. 
mends theme work in First, Second and 
Third Years but adds that “it may well be 
omitted from Fourth Year.’ The discussion 
of this topic braught out a lively criticism 
of some points regarding the arrangement 
of Beunett’s Latin Composition Book. It 
is not designed tt a way to give sufficient 


drill on individual rules, gives the same 
amount of drill on all rules without dis- 
crimination or emphasis, does not build up 
its themes on the matter read in our 
Course of Studies in all classes. The in- 
terest aroused in this problem was enough 
to prompt one energetic member of the 
Classical Association to volunteer to study 
it-thoroughly and report in a later number 
of the Bulletin. 


Minimum Essentials in Grammar 
The Jesuit Method. 

Exceptions and Unused Rules. Why 
should a pupil be forced to learn excep- 
tions which he will never meet and rules 
which he will never apply? Such proce. 
dure is a pure waste of time unless our 
object in teaching Latin is to impart to the 
pupil the science of philology and the fine 
points of language structure. If Latin is 
conceived of as a strictly scientific study, 
aimed at accuracy of thought processes and 
only indirectly at other purposes, we do 
well to give the pupil all the minutiae of 
syntax and etymology. This method, how- 
ever, is directly opposed to that prescribed 
in the Society and hence obligatory in our 
schools. “Pauca praecepta, plurima exem. 
pla, frequentissima exercitatio,” is the key- 
note of our method of language teaching 
as it is prescribed. The reverse may easily 
become the practice today. We are pre- 
sumed to have seen the Latin grammar, 
cursorily but entirely, by the end of the 
second year, i. e., roughly 141 construc. 
tions and their corresponding rules. Yet 
of these 141 constructions, 10% account 


for 70% of all the constructions occurring 


in High School Latin; 20% account for 
859 of the constructions and so on. (See 
Byrne, “Syntax of High School Latin’’.) 
The matter surveyed to secure these figures 
is considerably greater in extent than what 
we see in our own course. Yet the data 
is accurate. It seems to go to prove how 
hopeless it is for a teacher to try to cover 
the whole field with uniform thoroughness 
and still conform to the method of teaching 
which is traditional and imperative in the 
Society. it would seem to prove that many 
rules are learned at the expense of much 
time and labor, only to be forgotten, for 
they do not occur in reading and theme 
work with sufficient frequency to be worth. 
while acquisitions except as an end in 
themselves. Most teachers of Latin would 
emphatically cry out that grammar is not 
an end in itself. The Society too has no- 
where committed herself to that statement. 

Grammar and the Ratio. Grammar was 
a means to an end, and served a strictly 
utilitarian purpose. The quantity of mat. 
ter seen in author study and the great at- 
tention that was paid to Latin composition, 
justified the amount of time spent on gram- 
mar. At the present day, however, when the 
amount of matter read is less and the 
amount of composition less, and when— 
because Latin is no longer spoken in 
class—vocabulary, admittedly the first 
requisite for language study, must be drilled 
more consistently, there is no reason why 
such a detailed study of grammar as we 
insist upon should be indulged in. A 


limited number of rules well learned is ex- 
cellent; a large number learned indifferent. 
ly is not good. A few rules, well learned, 
often applied, never allowed to go stale, 
and never forgotten but employed increas. 
ingly and continually—such is the method 
of Jesuit teaching ordained by the Ratio, 
explained by Father de Jouvancy (the offi- 
cial interpreter of the Ratio methods by 
order of the XIV General Congregation,) 
re.affirmed by Very Reverend Father Gen- 
eral Martin in 1893 (cf. Woodstock Letters, 
vol. 22, p. 106,) and again emphasized by 
the XXV General Congregation in i906 
(ef. decretum III, de Studiis Inferioribus.) 
These decrees are embodied in the legisla 
tion on Classical Studies in the new Epi- 
tome of the Institute. This method is only 
the practical application of the minimum. 
essential idea which is again understood to 
be necessary. 
R. Bakewell Morrison, S. J. 


The Classical Club of St. Louis 

The Classical Club of St. Louis held its 
third meeting of the year on January 24, 
This club is composed of a number of pro 
fessors from Washington University and 
several dozen Latin teachers from local 
high schools, public and private. Our Scho. 
lasticate is the only Catholic institution 
represented. 

The January meeting was devoted to a 
discussion of the recent report of the Na. 
tional Classical Survey. In general, the 
members expressed hearty approval of the 
recommendations set forth in the report. 
This was especially true of the recommen. 
dation urging the reduction of the amount 
of matter to be covered in author study. 
The members agreed also that the pupil 
should be taught to read Latin in the Latin 
order of words. Many hearty criticisms 
were launched at the existing order of 
things. One experienced teacher lamented 
the fact that she was never able to finish 
the assigned amount of matter by the end 
of the year. She attributed this to the ex. 
cessive amount prescribed and to the total 
ignorance of English grammar manifested 
by pupils coming from grade schools, a 
weakness which made rapid work in Latin 
grammar almost impossible. A committee 
was appointed to find ways and means of 
lodging an effective protest against the 
present tyranny of College Entrance Re. 
quirements which deprive the high schools 
of all self-determination. The elective sys. 
tem came in for its share of abuse, and the 
Direct Method of teaching Latin was de. 
clared highly unpractical. 

Fr. Bowdern gave a brief account of our 
Latin course and our manner of teaching. 
He deftly brought out the fact that in many 
respects our course is in complete con. 
formity with the course recommended by 
the Survey Report. He incidently brought 
out the fact that as many of our pupils 
come from parochial schools where the 
study of English Grammar is insisted upon, 
we do not labor under the serious handicap 
which confronts the Latin teachers in other 
schools. Fr. Bowdern’s remarks were well 
received by the members of the Club. 

Mr. Heithaus took exception ‘to the sec- 
tion of the report which deals with vocab. 


ulary study. The Report contends that the 
pupil should be taught to work out the 
meaning of new words by comparing them 
with kindred Latin and English words 
already known and by consulting the needs 
of the context. Mr. Heithaus held that this 
method is inimical to thorough work and 
begets habits of inaccuracy. He supported 
his contention by quoting data secured in 
the Missouri Province Vocabulary Tests 
held two years ago, and he put in a strong 
plea for formal vocabulary study. His 
stand was warmly opposed by two other 
teachers, one of whom stated that the use 
of the dictionary and vocabularies was the 
bane of Latin study. Fr. O’Neill supported 
Mr. Heihaus’ views, and contended that the 
main value of Latin-English translation 
would be lost if the pupil’s sense of logic 
rather than the objective content of the 
author became the basis of translation. A 
translation can easily “make sense” with- 
out conveying the exact thought of the au. 
thor. In original English composition the 
pupil’s thought is often distorted to fit the 
limitations of the pupil’s style, and this in. 
tellectual recreancy will often remain un. 
detected by the teacher. Translation work 
offers an ideai remedy, but only if exact 
rendition of the author’s thought is insisted 
upon. Fr. O’Neill advocated that the pupil 
should be required to learn one or two 
definite meanings for each Latin word, and 
should then be taught how to adapt these 
meanings to the needs of the context. 


Odds and Ends 


If you want a bulletin at Easter, tell us 
so at once and send us interesting news 
items of a classical nature from the college 
or house where you are. 

* * 

Bishop Murphy has not forgotten about 
the St. Louis Classical Club of which he 
was a charter member, and he refuses to 
let them forget him if such a thing were 
possible. At the last meeting a three-page 
letter from him, and in his best style was 
read aloud by the secretary. The appre- 
ciative response of the members was un. 
mistakable and unfeigned. 

* * * 

Have you seen the Classical Bulletin pub- 
lished by the students of the Latin Depart. 
ment of Marquette University? If you want 
proof positive that students can be taught 
to write elegant Latin, and that cultural 
objectives are not merely a nebulous quan. 
tity to be discussed in classical magazines, 
but are capable of concrete attainment even 
in the Philistine environment of the Middle 
West, just read an issue or two of that 
bulletin and conviction will be automatic. 
We congratulate the editors and their fac. 
ulty director on their splendid work. 

* * 

Father Bowdern stood up to tell the 
world recently that pupils coming from pa. 
rochial schools are better equipped in re. 
gard to English Grammar than are pupils 
from the public schools. However, some of 
his brethren are not convinced on that 
point. What has been your experience in 
that regard? Send us some data gathered 
in your dealings with first and second year 
Latin students. 
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